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PEKING’S RE-EVALUATION OF STALIN 


The People’s Daily of Peking first joined in the attack on Stalin by publishing a translation of a 
Pravda editorial on March 30. Six days later they published an article ‘*On Historical Experience 
Concerning the Dictatorship of the Proletariat,’* which is the most authoritative statement we have © 
seen thus far on this question, The article was based on discussion of the enlarged meeting of the 
Political Bureau of the Communist Party of China, 


The article is not an outright rejection of Stalin. It points out that his writings are still of 

™, value, and that many of his accomplishments, especially in the earlier part of his career, . 

tand the test of critical scrutiny. But it rejects the cult of the individual, and in particular 

charges Stalin with a number of mistakes, A number of quotations will show the general tenor of 
rticle. 


**Reactionaries throughout the world have been crowing happily about the Soviet Party's self- 
criticism of the cult of the individual..... Their efforts will prove futile. Which leading Marxist 
ever said in his writing that we could never commit mistakes, or that any particular Communist 
could never commit mistakes?..... To defeat the powerful enemy, the dictatorship of the prole- 
tariat must have highly centralized power, which must be combined with a high level of democracy. 
When the system of centralization is emphasized one-sidedly, many mistakes will occur..... 

After Stalin had won high prestige among the people, both within and without the Soviet Union, 
by his correct application of the Lenin line, he indulged in inordinate exaltation of his own role 
and posed his individual authority against collective leadership. The result was a contradiction 
between certain of his actions and fundamental Marxist-Leninist points of view that he himself had 
disseminated,.... He made unrealistic and wrong decisions on certain important matters,.... He 
carried the problem of eliminating counter-revolutionaries to excess, showed lack of necessary 
vigilance on the eve of the anti-Fascist war, failed to pay proper attention to the further develop- 
ment of agriculture and the material welfare of the peasantry, advocated certain erroneous lines 
in the international Communist movement, especially on the question of Jugoslavia, On these 
issues Stalin was subjective and one-sided, and divorced himself from objective circumstances and 
the masses, 


The article goes on to say that the Chinese Communist Party had guarded against this danger 
by a decision as far back as June 1943 on methods of leadership. This is the mass line, namely, 
that correct leadership can only be developed on the principle of ‘**from the masses, to the masses’’, 
However, there is still the danger of the dogmatic presentation of Communist principles, ‘‘instead 
of working hard, marshalling plenty of facts, using Marxist-Leninist methods of analysis and the 
language of the people to explain convincingly the unity of the universal truths of Marxism-Leninism 
with the concrete situation in China..... The works of Stalin will still, as hitherto, be studied 
seriously,.... But there are two methods of studying them, the Marxist method and the method of 
dogmatism..... Dogmatism is valued only by those who are mentally lazy..... Some people con- 
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sider that Stalin was wrong in everything. This is a grave misunderstanding. Stalin was a rea 
t 


Marxist-Leninist, yet at the same time a Marxist-Leninist who committed several gross errors wi 
out recognizing them for what they were,”’ 


THE REALLOCATION OF CHINA MISSIONARIES 
The Missionary Research Library made a study of this subject in 1952, which we reported on in 


the Bulletin for Jan. 12, 1953. Dr. Frank Price, the new MRL librarian, has now brought the fig- 
ures up to date. 


Former China missionaries now; 1952 1956 
in active service in USA or Canada 504 616 
retired 213 680 

assigned to other fields 856 995 


1,573 2,29! 


The 995 assigned to other fields are distributed as follows; 


Asia 870 Latin America 26 
Near East 25 Miscellaneous 35 
Africa 39 


The countries in Asia which have received the largest reinforcements from the China missionaries 
are; Taiwan - 197; Japan - 146; Philippines - 112; Hong Kong - 91; Thailand - 77; India - 69; 
Malaya - 67; Indonesia - 35; Korea - 26. 


IMPERIAL WOMAN 


This book by Pearl Buck (John Day, 1956, $4.95) will make capital holiday reading for . 
our subscribers, It is a fictionalized biography of the old empress dowager, Tzu Hsi. In such a 


book one of the first things we want to know is whether the author, for the sake of making a story, 
has taken liberties with history to the extent that some of the things recorded could not possibly have 
been true, Pearl Buck has not done that here, As far as1 can see, everything in the story could 
have been history, though of course much of it is actually the portrayal of a vivid historical imagi- 
nation, 


One Chinese reader told me that the book whitewashed the empress dowager, That is hardly 
true. The ignorance, the ambition, the ruthlessness, which the name of Tzu Hsi calls up in our 
minds, are all here, and all made believable. But at the same time Tzu Hsi stands out as a human 
being, and not just as a stereotype of a ruthless tyrant. I think it was the breaking of that stereo- 
type which made my Chinese reader call the book a whitewash, We all have an instinctive aver- 
sion to seeing our stereotypes in the round, But it is an experience which has its values for us. 


Pearl Buck herself sums up the character of Tzu Hsi in the following words: ‘‘The peasants 
and the small-town people revered her. Decades after she was dead I came upon villages in the 
inlands of China where the people thought she still lived and were frightened when they heard she 
was dead, ‘Who will care for us now?’ they cried, This, perhaps, is the final judgment of a 
ruler,** 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


Anglican Bishop Ronald Hall, of Hong Kong, spent the first part of June on the mainland, 
visiting Shanghai, Peking, Canton, etc. Shen I-fan, son of Bishop T. K, Shen, met him in Can- 
ton and has acted as his interpreter during the trip. We shall await with interest a report on Bishop 
Hall’s impressions, The only suniming up which has reached us thus far is a staterment of his, writ- 
ten from Shanghai, that “one is living in a completely different world.** While Bishop and Mrs. 
Hall were in Peking they were entertained at dinner by Premier Chou En-lai. 


Eugene Barnett, former General Secretary of the YMCA in China, went to the hospital on 
April 26 with a coronary thrombosis. After four weeks in the hospital he was able to return home 
(4619 North 41st St., Arlington, Va.), where he is now cautiously testing his returning strength. 


J 


O Frank Price is spending the month of July touring England and Europe checking missionary li- 
a 


ry facilities in the various countries, 


Rowland Cross, who retired as Secretary of the Far Eastern Joint Office at the end of 1953, re- 
tires again as Associate Secretary of the United Board for Christian Higher Education in Asia on 
August 1. Mr, and Mrs. Cross will live at 735 Priscilla Way, Claremont, Cal., but he will still 
continue to be a part time representative of the United Board on the West Coast. 


The Most Rev, Howard W. K. Mowll, Primate of the Church of England in Australia, has been 
invited to visit China in September as the chairman of a delegation from his church, He has ex- 
pressed his pleasure at the invitation, but does not yet know whether his church will allow him to 
go in his official capacity. If not, he and Mrs. Mowll hope to go unofficially. He was formerly a 
CIM missionary and Bishop of the Anglican church in Szechuan. 


Two Roman Catholic priests, John W. Clifford of San Francisco and Thomas L. Phillips of 
Butte, Mont., were released in June after three years of imprisonment in Shanghai, They are still 
in Shanghai, and apparently free to stay there if they wish. Before release they were taken on a * 
tour of new construction and industrial projects in several cities, to impress them with the benefits 
of the Communist regime. Six other American Catholics are still in prison in China; Bishop Am- 
brose H. Pinger, and Fathers Joseph P. McCormack, John Paul Wagner, John A, Houle, and 
Charles J, McCarthy, Father Wagner has also been taken on some of these tours, so it is possible 
that he will be released shortly. 


CHURCH NEWS 


The Chinese Independent Church has a district of five country churches in and around Fanshan, 
eir Chekiang-Fukien Synod. A February report states that all five of these churches, although 
had to close during the Land Reform period, were able to reopen afterwards, and their activi- 
ties are now going on normally, The Fanshan Church is about one third workers and two thirds 
Cp: the Nansung Church of more than 80 members is divided about half and half between work- 
and farmers. The Yuehch’ao Church has between 60 and 70 members. | 


Episcopal Bishop Mao Ke-chung of Shanghai confirmed 500 in his diocese during the past year, 
according to a letter received from Shanghai. And Bishop K, H. Ting, of the Chekiang diocese, 
reported in China Reconstructs that in a recent three-week tour through the province he confirmed 
about 700 persons, ages ranging from 15 to 81, He says, **The diocese of Chekiang today has over 
70 churches under the full time care of clergymen,"’ 


Episcopal Bishop Michael Chang, who has retired fom the direction of the Foochow Diocese 
and is now living in Shanghai, is reported by a recent visitor to be ‘well, active and alert.’’ 


Bishop K. H. Ting is planning to attend the Missionary Strategy Meeting of the Anglican 
Church in England in July. 


Miss Kiyo Takeda, Assistant Professor at the International Christian University in Tokyo, and 
also a national executive member of the YWCA, visited China during May and June at the invita- 
tion of Y. T. Wu. She had visited China previously, in 1939 and 1948. One of the things that 
surprised her was to find former principals of missionary schools still holding similar positions under 
the new regime. As example, she mentioned Hsueh Cheng, former principal of the Methodist 
McTyeire Girls School in Shanghai, and now vice-principal of Shanghai Third Public School. She 
said that people in China no longer referred to Christians as *‘eaters of foreign rice’’, but respected 
them as rea! followers of Jesus Christ, because Christians now stood on their own feet, 


Syrian Orthodox Bishop Niphon Saba, Metropolitan of Zakhle, Lebanon, visited China in June 
as a guest of the China Peace Committee. He headed the Lebanese delegation to the Helsinki 
Peace Conference last year. In Peking he was guest of honor at a banquet given by Kuo Mo-jo, 


Archbishop Victor, who has been head of the Russian Orthodox Church in Communist China, 
On transferred from Peking to a diocese in Siberia, succeeding Metropolitan Bartholomew of 
Sibirsky. 


The National Committee of the YMCA held a forum in Peking March 25-27. Most of the 
general secretaries and the city secretaries were present. The meeting voted to emphasize in 
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